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Now Act. It will require the Secretary 
of the Interior to conduct oil and nat-
ural gas lease sales in the Gulf of Mex-
ico and offshore Virginia that have 
been delayed or canceled by this ad-
ministration. In fact, if we don’t have 
an oil lease this year, it will be the 
first time in my lifetime that the 
American public has not had that. 

Yesterday, the House voted on the 
Putting the Gulf of Mexico Back to 
Work Act. Since the drilling morato-
rium was officially lifted in October, 
the administration has chosen to drag 
their feet and stalled the permitting 
process in the gulf. Twelve rigs have al-
ready left the gulf for other regions, 
taking hundreds and even thousands of 
jobs with them. This steady decline in 
oil and natural gas production is cost-
ing the United States $4.7 million every 
day in lost revenues. This act speeds up 
the drilling permitting process and will 
put thousands of Americans back to 
work. 

Today, we’ll vote on the Reversing 
President Obama’s Offshore Morato-
rium Act. The administration’s actions 
have placed the Atlantic coast, the Pa-
cific coast, and areas of Alaska off lim-
its. This Act will implement a smart 
drilling plan requiring the administra-
tion to move forward on American en-
ergy production in areas containing 
the most oil and natural gas resources. 

In north Mississippi, we’re working 
at leading the way toward helping our 
Nation become energy secure. All three 
of these bills combined can create up to 
1.2 million jobs that will generate rev-
enue that our Nation needs, and it will 
put us on the path to achieving energy 
security, of more American oil, more 
natural gas, clean coal, nuclear energy, 
and new technologies such as wind and 
solar. 

b 1050 
Donna Whiteside and the thousands 

of businesses and families around 
America need to know that the House 
of Representatives is listening to them. 
The House Republican American en-
ergy initiatives will free the American 
people from the Obama administra-
tion’s stalling games. If the Senate will 
consider and pass this legislation, it 
will put an end to higher gas prices 
that are straining budgets and are 
compromising our energy security. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS OF 
THE VIOLENT TENNESSEE 
STORMS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, 
today I come to the floor of the U.S. 
House of Representatives to remember 
the four victims who tragically lost 
their lives in Bledsoe County as a re-
sult of the severe storms and tornadoes 
that struck middle Tennessee on April 
28, 2011. 

Loretta Winters Bellos was dearly 
loved by those in her community. She 

was described by friends as a generous 
and beloved friend who will be greatly 
missed. 

Loretta’s sister, Patricia Lynette 
Thompson, attended Brayton Baptist 
Church in Graysville and was pre-
viously very involved in the Tremont 
Baptist Church. Those that knew her 
said that her faith and her church fam-
ily were a very important part of her 
life. Her family says they will remem-
ber her as ‘‘the best mother, grand-
mother and wife in the world.’’ 

Debbie Gibbs Fox was known as an 
avid animal lover and her husband, 
Harold ‘‘Sonny Boy’’ Hudson Fox, was 
described by friends as someone with a 
lightened spirit who was always a joy 
to be around. 

To all the families and friends of 
each of these victims, I’m sorry for 
your loss and offer my deepest sym-
pathies. 

I would also like to take a moment 
to recognize the many emergency man-
agement service workers and volun-
teers that have worked tirelessly to 
help the victims overcome this terrible 
tragedy. While touring the damage left 
by these storms, I was extremely 
touched by the kindness and generosity 
of the many people who were there to 
immediately lend a hand to their 
neighbors in this time of great need. 

I know that the rebuilding process 
will be difficult and that much was 
lost, but I’m confident that our com-
munity will get through this. My wife, 
Amy, and I are keeping the families of 
the affected members in our thoughts 
and prayers as they begin the process 
of rebuilding their lives. May God bless 
you. 

f 

CONSTITUENT WORK PERIOD 
RECAP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, once 
again it is a privilege to rise this morn-
ing and share with my colleagues in 
the House what my neighbors at home 
shared with me during the last con-
stituent work period. During those 2 
weeks in April, I met with business and 
community leaders in Wilkes-Barre to 
see how they’re working to keep their 
downtown alive and vibrant. For exam-
ple, they converted an old storefront, 
right in the heart of the city, into a 
business incubator which encourages 
local entrepreneurs and start-up firms. 
The Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of 
Business and Industry is also trying to 
restore the city’s Irem Temple, a local 
landmark that is a truly beautiful 
building, one of the last buildings of its 
kind in the United States. 

I toured an ongoing flood control 
project in the city of Scranton. There, 
the Army Corps of Engineers is work-
ing to make sure the flood walls meet 
new standards to protect thousands of 
residents and dozens of businesses. 
These constituents have been very pa-

tient, waiting decades for their relief. 
Now, the Corps of Engineers and the 
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy are finalizing plans that will provide 
the protection they deserve. 

About 200 people came out to my 
Home to House public forums, where 
they learned about the issues we’re 
tackling here in Congress. I was eager 
to talk with them about Medicare re-
form and about the steps we’re taking 
to cut the outrageous overspending. 
Most of my constituents understood 
what we’re doing here, especially the 
senior citizens. They know that we’re 
trying to save the future for their chil-
dren and their grandchildren. Many of 
my constituents also told me they 
don’t want us to raise the debt ceiling 
without securing substantial budget 
cuts. 

But everywhere I went, my neighbors 
asked me what we’re doing here in Con-
gress to lower the price of gas. Over the 
2-week constituent work period, reg-
ular unleaded gas cost between $3.90 
and $4 a gallon. People would come up 
to me at the gas station as I was filling 
up and tell me that we need to work 
harder here to solve this problem. I am 
happy to report that this week and last 
I voted on two bills that will put thou-
sands of Americans back to work, 
while increasing American energy pro-
duction to help address rising gasoline 
prices. 

There are two events in the con-
stituent work period that stand out for 
me. One was speaking to a class of stu-
dents at St. Jude’s School in Mountain 
Top. These bright, eager young men 
and women were curious about what we 
do here in Congress. They asked in-
sightful questions. They wanted to 
learn about Washington. They offered 
some insights on how to make their fu-
tures brighter. As I continue to exam-
ine education and workforce programs 
as a member of the House Education 
and the Workforce Committee, I will 
remember these students and their ad-
vice. 

The second event was the arrival of 
the Patriot Flag in my hometown of 
Hazleton. This giant symbol of the 
United States is traveling around the 
country to commemorate the 10th an-
niversary of the September 11 attacks. 
It was my privilege to stand on the 
steps of city hall and help first re-
sponders, law enforcement, Boy Scouts, 
and members of the military fold the 
Patriot Flag. 

Less than 36 hours later, we learned 
that Osama bin Laden was dead. The 
death of the most visible face of inter-
national terrorism is a historic event, 
and it is one that unified our country. 
My neighbors in the 11th District of 
Pennsylvania are proud to congratu-
late our brave men and women in our 
Armed Forces and intelligence serv-
ices, and we thank all of them and 
their families for their continuing sac-
rifices. We also commend President 
Obama for taking bold action. 

The spontaneous celebrations after 
bin Laden’s death in front of the White 
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